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Exceeding Expectations 

 

Getting On the Right Track… 

 

In light of continued dangers associated with petroleum crude oil shipments by rail, the United States 

Department of Transportation recently released Emergency Order / Prohibition Order “DOT-OST-2014-0025”.  

 

The order states, in part, as follows: 

 

“This notice constitutes an Emergency Restriction/Prohibition Order (Order) by the United States Department 

of Transportation (DOT) pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 5121(d). This Order is issued to all persons who offer for 

transportation in commerce within the United States, UN 1267, Petroleum crude oil, 3, Packing Group (PO) I, II, 

or Ill, as described by 49 CFR § 172.101 of the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR); 49 CFR Parts 171 to 

180).  

 

By this Order, DOT is: 

 

 Mandating the proper testing (conducted with sufficient frequency and quality) and classification of 
petroleum products (i.e., petroleum crude oil) prior to them being offered into transportation. 

 
 Requiring persons who offer bulk quantities of petroleum crude oil for transportation in commerce by 

rail to treat Class 3 petroleum crude oil as a Packing Group (PG) I or Packing Group II hazardous 
material only until further notice. 

 

At a minimum, the tests shall be capable of determining the petroleum crude oil's flash point; boiling point; 

corrosivity to steel and aluminum; presence and content of compounds such as sulfur/hydrogen sulfide; 

percentage presence of flammable gases; and, the vapor pressure at 50°C. The offeror should clearly identify 

the method used to determine the vapor pressure.” 

 

This testing will also help ensure that petroleum crude oil offerors are testing the hazardous material regularly 

and verifying that they have been classified, described and packaged the petroleum crude oil in accordance 

with the HMR. 

 

The information presented above is being offered as guidance based upon our interpretation of the Emergency 

Restriction / Prohibition order recently released by the DOT. For any questions about this order or how we 

may assist with meeting the requirements of it in the Bakken Region and elsewhere in the U.S. please contact 

BusinessDevelopment@AmSpecGroup.com. 
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